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We have arrived into December and the final 'classics' in this series of old scientific papers. Case reports have always been popular among radiologists. According to a survey of back in 2006 (1) , a high number of readers of Acta Radiologica expressed that they regularly read case reports with great interest, as one of the main tasks of a radiologist is to recognize what has been seen before to make a diagnosis. Unfortunately, case reports today have been given low priority in most journals as they are usually less cited than original articles and therefore have a negative influence on the impact factor.
For this reason, we will end this series with two case reports from Denmark and, characteristically for that time, neither of them written by radiologists.
The first report is written by Christian Rovsing (1891-1963) ( Fig. 1 ) and reports a case of trichobezoars in the stomach (2) . Dr. Rovsing writes in his article: ''If one has once seen such a picture it is almost impossible to make a mistake, and as we have seen in the case just referred to, Dr. PANNER (Chief of the department of radiology (ed. comm.)) at the fluoroscopic examination immediately made the diagnosis at the first glance, because he remembered the two Roentgen pictures published by HALLAND and BARCLAY, although he knew nothing beforehand of the possibility of a tricho-bezoar being present, when the patient was handed over to him for examination of the stomach, with the diagnosis anemia and constipation.'' We can draw a parallel back to Bill Clinton's famous saying back in the 1990s: ''it's the economy, stupid,'' and say The other manuscript in this issue is written by Dr. Carl Schwensen (1889 Schwensen ( -1975 (Fig. 2) and, as the first case report in this issue, originates from Bispebjaerg Hospital in Copenhagen. Carl Schwensen became a student in 1907 and passed his medical examinations in 1914. He obtained his PhD in 1921. He was affiliated with the Medical Department C at the Bispebjaerg Hospital in Copenhagen in the period 1914-1924, when he moved to Aalborg in Denmark for the rest of his career. The manuscript presented in this issue (3) deals with a young lady with Grave's disease complicated with a concomitant atrial fibrillation. As Dr. Schwensen wrote in his abstract: ''In this case we have thus seen just the same result of an X-ray treatment of a patient suffering from combined auricular fibrillation and GRAVES' disease as after an operation on the thyroid gland. First a state of pronounced hyperthyroidism, after some time this seems to have stopped as the patient gains in weight and improves considerably. At the same time the auricular fibrillation has vanished and the auricular action is now found to be quite normal.'' Medical history is, in fact, an exciting area and much can be learned from old, classic papers prepared under scientific conditions we today cannot really imagine. It is not always true that we have to look at the past to be able to understand the future; however, much can be learned from the work of the old pioneers of our specialty. I sincerely hope that this series has aroused interest. Further reading can be obtained by opening the website of 'Acta Radiol Archive' to learn more.
